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Amendment " s ""' 
US. Application No.: 09/164,777 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-13 and 16-23 are now pending in this application. New claims 21-23 have been 
added by this amendment. Each of the pending claims is believed to define an invention which, 
is novel and unobvious over the cited references. Favorable reconsideration of this case is 

respectfully requested. 

Applicant's representative appreciates the Examiner's courtesy in conducting a personnel 
interview in this case. The claims have been amended as agreed upon during the interview and it 
is respectfully submitted that this application is now in condition for allowance. 

Specifically, claim 1 has been amended to recite that the verification structure is stored in 
an erasable, non-volatile memory area of the BIOS. This claim amendment overcomes the 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph in sections 3, 4 and 5 of the Final Office Action, " 
as well as the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph in section 7 of the Final Office 
Action. 

Claim 20 has been amended to correct the informality noted by the Examiner. In view of 
these amendments, it is respectfully submitted that all pending claims are now in all aspects in 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph and 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 
Therefore, the withdrawal of these rejections is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-4, 6 and 10-13 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,892,900 to Ginter et al. 

Claims 5 and 7-9, and 16-20 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable oyer Ginter et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,684,951 to Goldman et al. 
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Consequently, it is clear that the cited references do not anticipate or render the present 
claims obvious. . Therefore, the withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

As requested by the Examiner during the interview, a description of a specific 
embodiment of the invention is attached hereto. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the specification and 
claims by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned " Version with markfaiRS to 

show cp «"fles made." 

In view of Ihe foregoing, reconsideration and allowance of this application are believed in 

order, and such action is earnestly solicited. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee necessitated by this Amendment to our 
Deposit AccountNo. 22-0261. 

Respectfully submitted, 
VENABLE, Attorneys at Law 




( A- Kaminski 
tegistration No. 42,709 
P.O. Box 34385 

i Washington. D.C. 20043-9998 

% Telephone 202-962-4800 

1 Telefax 202-962-8300 

RK/JAK/lrh 

#331676 



Received from < 202 962 8300 > at 11128101 4:58:33 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



11/29/01 17:56 FAX 202 962 




r 0 



VENABLE 



% 



@1 on 



Appln.No.: 09/164,777 ^ v - 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amended the claims as follows: 

1 . (Twice Amended) A method of restricting software operation within a license 
for use with a computer including an first, non erasable, non volatil e memory area, - a -seeead? 
ftesrerasable a non-volatile memory area of a fBIOS^ of the computer, and a. volatile memory 
axea; 4lie f ii bt non volatile memory accomodates data that includ e s - uniqu e k e y; t he method 

comprising the steps of: 

selecting a program residing in the volatile memory, , 

using an agent to„ settfflg up verification structure in the second erasable, n on-volatile 
memory of the BIOS, t he vcrfication v erification structure accommodatinges data that includes 
at least one license record, 

verifying the program using at least saidr -the v erification structure from the erasable non- 
volatile memory of the BIOS* and 

acting on the program according to the verification. 

3, (Amended) A method according to claim 2, wherein setting up a verification 
structure further comprising the steps of: establishing, between the computer and the bureau, a 
two-way data-communications linkage; transferring, from the computer to the bureau, a Tequest- 
for-license including an identification of the computer and the license-record's contents from the 
selected program; forming an encrypted license-record at the bureau by encrypting parts of the 
request-for-license using part of the identification els fee-an encryption key; aad-transferring, 
from the bureau to the computer, the encrypted license-recor d: and storing the encrypted license 
record in the erasable non-volatile memory area of the BIOS . 
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4. (Amended) A method according to claim 2, wherein verifying the program 
further comprise^ the steps of: establishing, between the computer and Hie bureau, a two-way 
data-communications linkage; transferring, from the computer to the bureau, a request-for- 
license verification including an identification of the computer, ^e-an_encrypted license-record 
for the selected program from the seeead-erasabig^non-volatile memor y area of the BIOS, and 
the tieeBse-seftware-program's Ucense-record-eefiteate; enabling the comparing at the bureau; 
and transferring, from the bureau to tie computer, the result of the comparing. 

5. (Amended) A method according to claim 3 wherein the identification of the 
computer includes the psettde-unique key. 

6. (Amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein selecting a program 
includes the steps of: establishing a bcensed-software-program in the volatile memory of me 
computer wherein said licensed-sofrware-program includes contents used to form a-tke_license- 
record. 

7. (Amended) A method according to claim 4-6.wherein using an agent to set&ag 
up the verification structure includes the steps of: establishing or certifying the existence of a 
pseudo-unique key in tfe&-a_first non-volatile memory area of the computer; and establishing at 
least one license-record location in the first or the aooond n onvolatile memory are a or in the 
erasahle. non-volatile memory area of the BIOS . 

9. (Amended) A method according to claim 74- wherein verifying the program 
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includes the steps of: encrypting the licetised-software-prograni's license-record contents from 
the volatile memory area or decrypting the license-record in the feat or tho second cmsabtej ion- 
volatile memory are a of the BIOS, using the pseudo-unique k ey: and comparing the encrypted 
licenses-software-program's license-record contents with the encrypted license-record in the first 
or th e cec o nd ^erasable, n on-volatile memory are a of the BIOS, or comparing the license- 
software-program's license-record contents with the decrypted license-record in the fir s t or th e 
seeeftd rerasable n on-volatile memory are a pfthe BIOS . 

10. (Amended) A method according to claim 94 wherein acting on the program 
includes the step: restricting the program's operation with predetermined limitations if the 
comparing yields non-unity or insufficiency. 

11. (Amended) A method according to claim 224 wherein the first non-volatile 
memory area is a ROM section of a BIOS . 

12. (Amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein the seeoad-erasable. non- 
volatile memory area is a E 2 PROM section ofa-the BIOS. 

16. (Amended) The method of Claim 224-, wherein the unique key includes a 
pseudo-unique key. 

17. (Amended) The method according Claim 224, wherein saHir-thejitep of using 
the agent to setfeg up a^the_verification record, including the license record, includes encrypting 
a license record data in sai4 -the p rogram using at least sat4 -the uniquej eey. 
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18. (Amended) The method according to Claim 22-t, wherein, said -the s tep of 
verifying the program includes a decrypting the license record data accommodated in said-the 
erasabiesecond non-volatile memory area of the BIOS u sing at least saidiheunique key. 

19. (Amended) The method according to Claim 22+, wherein said-4he_step of 
verifying the program includes encrypting the license record that is accommodated in said t he 
program using at least sai4-theunique key. 

20. (Amended) A method for restricting accessing te-a software progra m using a 
pseudo-unique key stored in a first non-erasable non-volatile memory area of a computer, the 
first non-volatile memory area being unable to be pro grammatically changed the method, 
comprising: 

storing q psoudo unique key in a first non - volatil e momory ar e a of a comput e r; 

s e l e cting -loading a software program residing in a volatile memory area of the computer; 

extracting license information from the software program; 

encrypting license information using the pseudo-unique ke y stored in the first non- 
volatile memory area; 

storing the encrypting pscudo - unique - kc v license information in a second erasable, 
writable, n on volatile memory area of the BIOS of the computer; 

subsequently v erifying the software program usiag^-based on the encrypte d license 
information stored in the second erasable, writable, non-volatile memory area of the BIOS 
ps e udo - unique key ; and 

acting on the software program based on the verification. 
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Please add the following new claims: 



7.1 . fNew) The method of claim 2Q» wherein the verifi cation comprises: 
extracting the license information from the so ftware program; 

encrypting the license information using the pseudo-" *iq"e kev stored in the first non- 



volatile memory area of the computer to form second encrypted license infor mation: and 

com paring the encrypted license information stored in the second erasable, writable, noi> 

volatile memory area of the BIOS of the computer with the second encrypted license 
information. 

7.?.. , fNew") The method of claim 1, wherein a unique key is stor ed in a first non- 
volatile memory area of the computer. 

23. fNew^ The method according to claim 17, wherein the verification comprises: 

extracting the license record from the software program: 

encry pting the license record usin p; tfrg uniq ue key stor ed in the first non-volatile memory 

area of the computer to form second encrypted lic ^n^ ir> for mation; and 

comparing the encrypted license information stored in the erasable, non-volatile memory 

area of the BIOS of the computer with the second encrypted license information. 
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